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Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

Whickham, 

Newcastle-on-Tyne- 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 

the  Whickham  Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1956. 

The  vital  statistics  for  1956,  all  show  some  improvement  over 
1955.  Births  rose  from  362  (15-62  per  1,000)  to  376  (16.03  per 
1,000)  while  deaths  fell  from  285  (12.29  per  1.000)  to  254  (10.83 
per  1,000).  Infant  Mortality  decreased  from  15  (41  per  1,000) 
to  2  (5  per  1,000).  This  last  figure  is  the  lowest  recorded  for  40 
years  and  probably  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  Whickham. 

Of  infectious  disease,  the  rise  of  Scarlet  Fever  from  9  cases 
in  1955  to  134  cases  was  the  most  remarkable.  All  other  infect¬ 
ions  showed  a  decrease  except  food  poisoning,  which  rose  from 
8  to  19  cases.  For  the  eighth  year  in  succession  no  case  of  Diph¬ 
theria  occurred  in  the  district- 

Following  the  confirmation  by  the  Minister  of  the  Council's 
Slum  Clearance  programme  (327  houses)  Clearance  Orders  were 
confirmed  in  respect  of  184  houses.  During  the  year  33  houses 
were  demolished  and  5  closed.  At  the  year  end  34  vacated  houses 
were  awaiting  demolition. 

With  the  appointment  of  the  Assistant  Public  Health  In¬ 
spector  it  was  possible  to  maintain  100%  inspection  of  animals 
slaughtered  for  human  food. 

This  appointment  ,  also  allowed  the  rapid  implementation  of 
the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  and  this  resulted  in  a  substantial 
improvement  in  the  hygiene  standard  of  food  premises- 

I  am  much  obliged  to  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  to  those  members  of  the  staff  who  have  assisted  me  in  pre¬ 
paring  this  report. 

Thanks  are  also  due  to  the  various  departments  of  Durham 
County  Council  for  material  included  in  this  report. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  TAYLOR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  in  Acres  :  6,213. 

Population — 1951  Census  :  23,116. 

Population — Registrar-General’s  estimate  for  mid-1956  :  23,450. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  : 

Council,  2,153;  Others,  5,169;  Total,  7,322. 

No.  of  Premises  other  than  houses  :  681. 

Rateable  Value  :  £173,779- 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  :  £683. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  PHYSICAL  FEATURES 

OF  THE  AREA 

The  boundaries  remain  as  formerly,  i.e.,  to  the  North  the 
River  Tyne  ;  to  the  West,  the  River  Derwent ;  to  the  East,  the 
County  Borough  of  Gateshead  and  the  Rural  District  of  Chester- 
le-Street ;  to  the  South,  the  Stanley  Urban  District-  The  Area 
is  divided  into  four  Wards. 

1 —  Dimston  :  This  Ward  has  the  largest  population  of  the  Dist 
rict  and  is  both  residential  and  industrial.  The  population  finds 
its  employment  at  Flour  Mills,  Soap  Works,  Paint  Manufacture, 
Pre-cast  Concrete  Manufacture,  Saw  Mills,  Electricity  Generating 
Station  and  in  Shipping. 

2 —  Swalweil :  The  chief  industries  are  Coal  Mining,  Engineer¬ 
ing,  Foundry  Work,  Brick  Making,  and  Metal  Working.  A 
screening  plant  used  in  connection  with  open-cast  coal  workings 
is  situated  in  the  Northerly  part  of  the  Ward. 

3 —  Whickham,:  Is  semi-rural  in  character,  and  is  essentially 
residential.  The  population  finds  its  employment  outside  the 
Ward. 
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4 _ Marley  Hill  :  This  Ward  is  very  scattered  and  rural.  Coal 

Mining  is  the  only  industry  5  there  are  four  collieries  in  the  Ward. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

The  number  of  births  registered  was  3/6  and  the  natural  in¬ 
crease  of  population  (i.e.,  excess  of  births  over  deaths)  122* 
There  were  12  still-births. 

The  crude  birth  rate  was  16.03  per  1,000  population  com¬ 
pared  with  13.62  for  1955.  Comparison  tables  are  given: 


Live  Births  -  Whickham  U.D.  Area. 


i  v  ~ 

1956 

1955 

Male  ;  F  e  m  a  1  e 

Total 

Male  Female 

1 - - - 

'total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

188  172 

8  8 

360 

16 

1 

187  159 

10  6 

346 

16 

Total 

1  196  180  376 

197  165 

362 

Birth  Rate 

16-03  per 

1 ,000  population 

15-62  per 

1,000  population 

Still  Births  -  Whickham  U.D.  Area. 


1956 

1955 

Male 

Female 

'total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

5 

6 

11 

2 

4 

6 

1  legitimate 

1 

- 

1 

Total 

1  6 

6 

12 

2 

4 

6 

Still  Birth 

0*51  per 

0-26  per 

Rate 

1,000  population 

1,000  population 
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1956  -  Still  and  Live  Births  -  Whickham,  compared  with 

Country  generally.  Rates  per  1,000  population. 


Whiekh’m 

County 

Durham 

England 

and 

Wales 

Live  Births 
Still  Births 

15-71 

00-50 

17-80 

00-45 

15-70 
00-37  * 

Deaths 

The  total  number  of  deaths  during  1956  was  254,  and  the 
death  rate  10.83  as  compared  with  12.29  for  1955: 

Infantile  Mortality 

There  were  2  infantile  deaths  recorded  (1  male  and  1  female) 
giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  5  as  compared  with  41  last 
year. 

The  causes  of  death  of  infants  under  one  year  were  as  fol¬ 
lows: — 

Prematurity  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Maternal  Mortality 

No  maternal  deaths  were  recorded,  giving  a  maternal  mor¬ 
tality  rate  of  0.00  as  compared  with  0.00  for  1955:  The  figure 
for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1956  was  0.56  and  for  Dur¬ 
ham  County  1.31. 
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THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL  S  SHORT  LIST  OF  CAUSES  OF 
OEATH  DURING  1956. 


Causes  of  Dkath 


1  Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  . 

2  Tuberculosis  (Other)  ... 

3  Syphilitic  Disease 

4  Diphtheria  . 

5  Whooping  Cough 

6  Menirigo  Coccal  Infection 

7  Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

8  Measles 

9  Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 
JO  Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach 
I }  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lang,  Bronchus 

12  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

13  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 
It  Other  Malignant  &  L> mphattc  Neoplasms^ 

15  Leukaemia  and  Aleukaemia... 

16  Diabetes  ... 

17  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 
IS  Coronary  Disease.  Angina  ... 

19  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

20  Other  Heart  Diseases 

21  Other  Circulatory  Diseases . 

22  Influenza 

23  Pneumonia  . 

24  Bronchitis  ^  ••• 

25  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  . 

26  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

27  Gastritis.  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

28  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

29  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

30  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion 

31  Congenital  Malformations  ...  ... 

32  Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

33  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . . 

34  All  Other  Accidents  ...  . 

85  Suicide  . 

36  Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  ... 


Males 

4 


2 

5 

7 


11 


22 

28 

3 

9 

U 

1 

3 

13 

V 

2 


2 


9 

2 

2 

2 


Females 


140 


3 

l 

3 

5 

12 


25 

20 

6 

11 

5 


4 

2 


1 

2 


5 

7 


114 


1956  DEATHS  —WHIGKHAM  U.D.  COMPARED  WITH  REST  OF  COUNTRY 


Whickham 

County 

Durham 

England 

and 

Wales 

Deaths  from  all 
causes  per  1,000 
population 

13-43 

11  -  3 

11  -  7 

Infantile  Mort- 
ility  Rate  per 
1 .000  live  births 

5-32 

27  0 

23-8 

6 


GRAPH  SHOWING  RISE  AND  FALL  IN  BIRTH  AND 
DEATH  RATES  AND  INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

RATES  1946  -  1956. 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

All  specimens  for  bacteriological  examination  are  sent  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratories,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  inis 
Government  service  is  free  of  cost  to  practitioners  and  the  Coun- 

cil. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

Ambulance  services  are  provided  by  the  Durham  County 
Council.  Included  in  this  service  is  the  transport  of  cases  o 
infectious  disease  to  Sheriff  Hill  Isolation  Hospital. 

1 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  administration  of  District  Nursing  comes  within  the 
province  of  the  Durham  County  Council,  ihe  Home  Help  Ser¬ 
vice  is  also  available  and  there  is  a  constant  demand  for  assist¬ 
ance  in  view  of  difficulty  in  obtaining  admission  of  cases  ot 
chronic  illnesses  to  hospital  at  the  present  time. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

Facilities  for  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments  in  school 
children  together  with  sun-ray,  maternity  and  child  welfare, 
and  dental  treatment,  are  made  available  by  Durham  County 
Council  at  various  centres  within  or  adjacent  to  the  area. 


Hospital  Accommodation. 

(a)  Infectious  Diseases.  All  cases  requiring  isolation  are 
referred  to  Sheriff  Hill  Isolation  Hospital. 

(b)  Tuberculosis.  Provision  is  made  for  the  hospital  treat¬ 
ment  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  various  sanatoria 
within  the  Counties  of  Durham  and  Northumberland.  There  is 
also  a  Chest  Clinic  situated  at  Whickham  for  the  supervision  of 
domiciliary  cases.  Norman’s  Riding  Infectious  Diseases  Hos¬ 
pital  is  now  used  solely  as  a  Sanatorium  for  females  and  children. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  persons  having  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
were  being  admitted  to  Sanatoria  very  shortly  after  diagnosis 
was  established.  This  speedy  primary  treatment  gives  patients 
a  much  greater  expectation  of  recovery  and  complete  cure. 
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(c)  General.  The  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary  and  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Hospital,  Newcastle,  and  the  Bensham  and  Queen  Elizabeth 
Hospitals,  Gateshead  receive  the  majority  of  medical  and  sur¬ 
gical  cases  from  the  district.  A  convalescent  home  at  Wylam 
is  available  for  patients  after  hospital  treatment. 

Provision  for  the  treatment  of  minor  surgical  cases  is  also 
available  at  the  District  War  Memorial  Cottage  Hospital. 

(d)  Midwifery  apd  Gynaecology.  Of  t’he  midwifery  and 
gynaecological  cases  sent  to  hospital,  most  find  their  way  to  the 
Princess  Mary  Maternity  Hospital,  Newcastle,  the  Bensham  Hos¬ 
pital,  Gateshead,  or  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital,  Gateshead. 

(e)  Venereal  Disease.  Patients  may  be  referred  by  their 
doctors  to  the  Venereal  Disease  Clinic  at  the  General  Hospital, 
Westgate  Road,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
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SECTION  C 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during  the 
year  was  31 1  as  compared  with  825  in  1955.  The  details  were  as 
follows: — 


Disease 

No.  OF 

Cases 

Remarks 

1 

1955 

1956 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

134 

Whooping  Cough 

196 

61 

Diphtheria 

— 

- - 

Measles 

518 

28 

Acute*  Pneumonia 

19 

13 

Meningo-coccal  Infection 

1 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis 

— 

54 

1955  one  cate  not  conf’d 

Dysentery 

69 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Smallpox 

3 

1 

Para-typhoid  fevers 

1 

— 

1955  one  case  not  conf’d 

Enteric  Fever 

- 

— 

Food  poisoning 

8 

19 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Chicken  Pox 

— 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

825 

31  1 

! 

Incidence  of  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever  and  Tuberculosis  in  the 
Whickham  Area. 

A  graph  is  given  on  page  15  showing  the  incidence  of  these 
diseases  over  the  past  ten  years. 

Diphtheria. 

For  the  eighth  year  in  succession  not  a  single  case  of  this 
disease  occurred  in  the  district.  This  is  a  cause  for  satisfaction 
and  is  proof  of  the  effectiveness  of  immunisation. 
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Scarlet  Fever. 


The  policy  of  home  treatment  of  this  disease  has  continued 
where  satisfactory  isolation  arrangements  were  possible.  When 
hospital  isolation  has  been  considered  necessary  it  has  always 
been  possible  to  secure  the  patients’  admission  to  Sheriff  Hill 
Hospital. 


Poliomyelitis. 

There  were  no  cases  notified  during  the  year. 

143  children  were  inoculated  in  May  and  June,  1956. 


Dysentery. 

All  Cases  were  of  mild  Sonne  bacterial  type.  Fifty-four 
cases  were  notified;  21  of  these  cases  were  in  the  Dunston  Ward, 
16  in  the  Marley  Hill  Ward,  and  17  in  the  Whickham  Ward. 


Food  Poisoning. 

Outbreaks,  nil.  Single  cases  19.  Agent  identified,  Salm 
Typhimurium,  18;  Staphylococcus  Aureous,  1;  cause  unknown, 

nil — Total  19. 


Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  1956. 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
notified 

Under 

1  year 

1  -  2  years 

A(  7 

73 

V- 

>> 

CO 

or 

73 

V* 

CS 

QJ 

>) 

o: 

to 

(OH 

73 

s- 

>> 

•7 

© 

US. 

e 

V 

>> 

•*T 

CM 

25  and  over 

Unknown  1 

Cases 

admitted  to 
hospital 

Scarlet  Fever 

134 

10 

34 

80 

9 

1 

5 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

61 

10 

20 

18 

1  1 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis... 

Measles 

28 

7 

6 

14 

1 

Diphtheria  . 

Chicken  Pox  ... 

Totals 

223 

10 

37 

59 

105 

10 

2 

5 

II 


Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  1956. 


Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  1956. 


Diseases. 

MONTHS. 

Totals 

Wards 

Jan’y 

i 

V 

U. 

si 

O  ! 

r  i 

■ 

C5  ! 

T ! 

C-! 

< 

cS  ! 

rS 

<D 

Zj 

1 

>> 

Zj 

4-» 

*00 

Zj 

< 

1  Sept. 

|  Oct’er 

r 

> 

O 

Z! 

Dec’r 

Dnstoiiu 

a 

j=3 

|  Swalwell 

j  Mar.  Hill 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

3 

1  1 

14 

12 

4 

1 1 

5 

7 

21 

22 

19 

134 

1  12 

19 

3 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

4 

6 

14  18 

14 

1 

1 

3 

61 

19 

35 

O 

w 

5 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

2 

i 

15 

4 

1 

2 

1 

2 

28 

14 

6 

8 

Diphtheria 

Chicken  Pox 

Acute  Pneumonia  •  • 

6 

2 

1 

1 

' 

1 

1 

i  3 

1  1 

2 

Dysentery 

3 

13 

1 

4 

16 

4 

2 

9 

1 

1 

64 

21 

17 

16 

Smallpox 

Acute  Encephalitis 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  F 

! 

, 

Paratyphoid  Fevers 

1 

1 

f 

Erysipelas  ... 

1 

1 

1 

l 

Meningococcal  Infn 

I 

! 

A 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

1 

15 

2 

19 

9 

o 

4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia-. • 

I 

1 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neon’m 

1 

Malaria 

u 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

Totals 

1421 

14 

31 

21  31 

43 

31 

23 

31 

25  26 

31 

188 

85 

13 

25 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


During  the  year  39  new  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  and 
3  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  were  notified.  8  respiratory 
and  1  non-respiratory  cases  were  transferred  into  the  district. 
The  detailed  figures  are  tabulated  in  Tables  A  and  B. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  employment  of  tuberculosis  persons  in  dairies,  etc., 
nor  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Table  A.  Tuberculosis.  Cases  notified  during  1956. 


Total 

Dunston 

VVhic’ham 

Swalwell 

Mar.  Hill 

Respiratory 

39 

17 

14 

4 

4 

Non- Respiratory 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

42 

20 

14 

4 

4 

Table  B.  New  Cases  (including  inward  Transfers)  and  Mortality 

during  1956. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

[Non-pulmonary 

.  .  ..  .  .  

M. 

F- 

M. 

F- 

Al. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  yr. 

1  —5 

1 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5  —  15 

1 

1 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  -  25 

6 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  —  35 

6 

6 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35  —  45 

3 

7 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  —  55 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55  —  65 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

—  - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

22 

25 

3 

1 

— 

_ 

— 
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Table  C 


Sex 

No.  of  cases  of  T 
on  Register  at 
meat  of 

uberculosis 
commence- 
y  ear. 

No.  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
on  Register  at  end  of  year  1956 

Pulmonary 

— 

Non-Pul- 

nonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pul- 
m on ary 

Male 

92 

8 

100 

11 

Female 

94 

15 

1  13 

14 

Totals 

186 

23 

213 

25 

Table  D — Removals  from  Register  during  1956. 


t 

Reasons. 

Totals 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pul- 

monary 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

Died 

4 

4 

— 

—  i  — 

Diagnosis  not  confirmed 

1 

— 

1 

Removed  from  district  - 

1  1 

4 

6 

-  j  1 

Recovered  ... 

6 

6 

1  “ 

Totals 

i 

1  22 

14 

6 

2 

14 


Infectious  D/sfasfs  /n  the  Which  ham 

U&8AN  O/stf/ct  Area 
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SECTION  D 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

1 —  Water  Supply. 

The  Dunston,  Swalwell  and  greater  part  of  Whickham  Wards 
are  supplied  by  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company, 
and  Marley  Hill  Ward  by  the  Durham  County  Water  Board. 
Both  supplies  have  proved  to  be  of  satisfactory  quality  and  quan¬ 
tity.  No  samples  were  taken  by  the  Department  but  both  un¬ 
dertakings  have  furnished  details  of  bacteriological  examinations 
to  which  their  supplies  have  been  subjected  and  the  results  show 
the  water  to  be  of  good,  wholesome  quality. 

The  following  additional  details  are  given: — 

Extension  to  water  mains 
Houses  supplied  by  direct  mains 
Houses  supplied  by  standpipe 
Houses  supplied  by  wells  and  springs 
Population  supplied  by  direct  main 
Population  supplied  by  standpipe 
Population  supplied  by  wells  and  springs 

2 —  Closet  Accommodation. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  in  the  area,  7,854  water 
closets,  4  ash  closets,  and  79  ashpit  privies  including  2  not  in  use. 

Privy  Middens. 

Three  Privy  middens  were  demolished. 

3 —  Public  Cleansing  and  Salvage. 

The  following  information  relating  to  Public  Cleansing  has 
been  supplied  by  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Tons  of  refuse  collected  .  11,725 

Weight  (cwts.)  per  1,000  population  per  day  27.4 

Number  of  separate  premises  served  ...  7,870 

Material  salvaged  .  97i  tons. 

All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping  at  Sunniside,  Byermoor 
and  Swalwell.  The  average  haul  is  2  miles. 

Collections  are  made  at  least  once  weekly. 
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1440  yards 
7307 
9 
6 

23403 

27 

20 


Summary  of  work  done  in  the  Public  Health  Inspector  ? 

Department  during  1956. 


No.  of 
Inspect¬ 
ions 

No.  of 
Informal 
Notices 
Served 

No.  of 
Statutory 

N  otices 
Served 

Defects 

Remedied 

after 

Notice 

Housing: — 

Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts 

2174 

213 

13 

275 

Overcrowding 

68 

6 

— 

Li 

Sanitary  Conveniences: — 

Insufficient 

— 

' 

Defective 

47 

13 

— 

19 

Drainage 

105 

11 

— 

14 

Water  Supply 

80 

13 

— 

do 

Food  Premises 

895 

182 

— 

107 

Shops  Act 

219 

— 

— 

' 

Dairies 

— 

Slaughter  Houses: — 

Public 

— 

" 

Private 

— 

Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

22 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  and  Workplaces 

5 

_ 

— 

1 

Keeping  of  Animals 

10 

3 

— 

3 

Insanitary  Ashpits  & 

Receptacles 

Offensive  Accumulations 

73 

11 

30 

1 

1 

31 

4 

Smoke  Nuisances 

15 

— 

— 

1 

Prevention  of  Damage  by 

Pests  Act,  1949 

10 

— 

— 

1 

Dirty  or  Verminous  Premises 

34 

6 

— 

5 

Problem  Families 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933 

3 

— 

— 

- - 

Refuse  Collection 

2 

1 

Total 

3776 

478 

14 

498 
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Moveable  Dwellings. 

Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  three  licences  were  is¬ 
sued,  each  for  a  six-month  period. 

Offensive  Trades. 

No  new  trades  have  been  established.  No  complaints  have 
been  received  in  regard  to  the  offensive  trades  established,  i.e., 
one  soap  boiling  works  and  one  fat  and  tallow  melting  works. 

Shops  Act,  1950. 

The  Council  is  a  Shops  Act  Authority,  and  the  following 
information  has  been  supplied  by  the  Shops  Inspector. 

Two  hundred  and  nineteen  visits  were  made  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  the  Act. 

The  statutory  closing  hours  are  observed,  the  majority  of 
shops  closing  at  considerably  earlier  hours. 

Factories. 

Sixty  inspections  were  made  during  the  year.  The  following 
table  gives  the  numbers  of  factories  of  various  classes  which  are 
on  the  CounciPs  Register. 


Number  of 


Premises 

Premises 
on  Register 

Inspections 

W  ritten 
Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

1  Factories  with 

Mechanical  power 

75 

58 

3 

- 

2.  Factories  without 
Mechanical  power 

2 

_____ 

3.  Other  premises  und6r  the 
Act,  including  works 
building  and  engineering 
construction,  but  not 
including  out-workers 

premises  ... 

5 

2 

4.  Outworkers  premises  ... 

5 

5 

- 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

87 

65 

3 

— > 

Defects  found,  3.  Defects  remedied,  4. 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Rodent  Control. 

Number  of  properties  in  area  ...  ...  8019 

Number  of  properties  inspected  ...  ...  993 

Number  of  properties  inspected  found  to  be  infested 
with: — 

(a)  Rats,  major  .  Nil 

minor  ...  ...  ...  23 

(b)  Mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

The  above  infestations  were  ail  treated  by  the  Rodent  Op¬ 
erative.  The  cost  was  recovered  from  the  owner  or  occupier 
as  applicable.  A  standard  charge  of  3/0  was  .made  in  the  case 
of  treatments  for  mice  in  domestic  premises. 

The  sewers  were  treated  twice  during  the  year. 

Insect  Pest  Control. 

A  D.D.T.  powder  is  issued  to  householders,  free  of  charge, 
to  deal  with  minor  infestations,  mainly  of  cockroaches.  Rem¬ 
edial  measures  are  taken  by  this  department  in  cases  of  difficulty. 

Infestations  dealt  with  during  the  year  were: — 


Private 

Houses 

Council 

Houses 

Schools 

Hospitals 

Cockroach 

3 

— 

1 

1 

Flea 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Wasp 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Blue-Bottles 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Moths 

— 

— 

— 

1 
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SECTION  E 


HOUSING  AND  HOUSING  MANAGEMENT 

The  undermentioned  information  has  been  supplied  by  the 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Housing  Officer. 

Number  of  houses  built  in  the  area  during  1956: — 

Houses  built  by  private  enterprise  ...  122 

Permanent  houses  built  by  Whickham  U.D.C:  105 

Total  227 


Comparative  figures — 1947  to  1956. 


Houses 

Built 

1947 

CO 

-r 

O  | 

05 

T 

05 

0961 

1951 

C-l 

m 

05 

j  1953 

j  1954 

to 

1C 

ro 

j  1956 

Total 

— 

Whickham 

U.D.C. 

73 

i 

80 

50 

68 

72 

54 

1 12 

99 

84 

105 

797 

Private 

Enterprise 

26 

» 

8 

9 

15 

17 

26 

142 

214 

122 

587 

Toral 

99 

88 

5S 

77 

87 

71 

138 

24  1 

298 

227 

138  4 

Allocations. 

During  the  year  111  new  houses  were  let  and  in  all  270  ten¬ 
ancies  were  allocated;  in  1955  84  new  houses  were  let  and  169 
tenancies  were  allocated  ;  in  1954  99  new  houses  were  let  and 
206  tenancies  allocated. 


Demand  for  Council  Houses. 

The  demand  for  housing  accommodation  continues,  and  at 
the  year  end  there  were  1,554  applicants,  after  revision  early  in 
1957  the  figure  was  reduced  to  1,383. 


Improvement. 

No  improvement  schemes  were  undertaken. 
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Slum  Clearance. 

Proposals  under  S.l  Housing  (Repairs  and  Rent)  Act,  1954 
for  dealing  with  unfit  properties  which  were  submitted  to  the 
Minister  on  the  22nd  November,  1954,  were  approved  provision¬ 
ally  on  the  4th  July,  1955,  and  confirmed  on  the  7th  day  of  Jan 
uary,  1956. 

After  a  local  enquiry  early  in  the  year,  Clearance  Orders 
were  confirmed  in  respect  of  184  houses  out  of  185  submitted. 
At  the  year  end  23  of  these  houses  had  been  demolished. 

Houses  Demolished. 

In  Clearance  Areas  ...  •  ••  •••  •••  23 

By  formal  or  informal  procedure  under  S.ll 

Housing  Act,  1936  ...  •••  ••• 

Unfit  Houses  Closed  -  5. 

Agreement  was  reached  with  the  owner  for  the  repair  and 
reoccupation  of  one  of  the  above. 
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SECTION  F 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk. 

This  district  is  part  of  a  specified  area  in  which  milk  of  spec¬ 
ial  designations  only  may  be  sold. 

Dairies. 

There  are  no  dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations,  1949/54. 

Dairy  Farms. 

The  supervision  of  milk  production  at  the  15  dairy  farms  in 
the  district  is  exercised  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

Distributors. 

There  are  61  purveyors  of  milk. 

During  1955  and  1956  the  following  annual  licences  for  desi¬ 
gnated  milk  were  issued: — 


1955  1956 


Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  Dealers’  Licences 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  Dealers'  Supplementary 

8 

8 

Licences  ...  . . .  ...  ... 

2 

2 

Pasteurised  Milk  Dealers’  Licences 

12 

12 

Pasteurised  Milk  Dealers’  Supplementary  Licences 

2 

2 

Sterilised  Milk  Dealers’  Licences 

53 

51 

Sterilised  Milk  Dealers’  Supplementary  Licences 

1 

1 

Disease  from  Milk. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  Regulation  20  of  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  Regulations  of  1949. 

Food  Sampling. 

The  Durham  County  Council  are  the  Food  andJDrugs  Auth¬ 
ority  for  the  District  and  enforce  the  sampling  provisions  of  the 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  The  Chief  Inspector  of  th 
and  Measures  Department  has  kindly  furnished  the 
information: — 

Number  of  samples  obtained  during  1956 
Articles  purchased  as  under: — 

I  Corned  Beef. 

1  Sponge  Pudding  Mixture. 

2  Tinned  Tomatoes. 

1  Epsom  Salts. 

1  Margarine. 

2  Tinned  Peaches. 

1  Tinned  Fruit  Salad. 

I  Apple  Vinegar. 

I  Malt  Vinegar. 

1  Distilled  Malt  Vinegar. 

1  Non-Brewed  Condiment. 

1  Raisins. 

1  Luncheon  Sausage. 

I  Icing  Sugar. 

1  Liquid  Paraffin. 

1  Rose  Hip  Syrup. 

1  Halibut  Oil. 

i  Ice  Cream.  , 

1  Lard. 

1  Coffee. 

I  Tinned  Vegetables. 

1  Aspirin  Tablets. 

I  Butter. 

1  Table  Jellies. 

1  Preserved  Ginger. 

2  Jam. 

1  Dessicated  Coconut. 

1  Prunes  in  Syrup. 

I  Semolina. 

26  Milk. 

10  Sterilised  Milk. 

5  Milk  (Jersey  and  Channel  Islands). 
1  White  Pepper. 

74 


!  Weights 
following 

74 


All  samples  were  certified  to  be  of  genuine  quality. 


Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Two  slaughter  houses,  both  private,  were  licensed  in  the 

area. 

94  visits  were  made  for  Meat  Inspection  purposes. 


Meat  Condemned  During  1956. 


All  meat  condemned  is 

stained  green  and 

sent  to 

a  local 

e-product  works. 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total  Number  Inspected 

111 

255 

102 

eat  Condemned. 

Livers 

43 

— 

2 

Lungs  . 

16 

— 

— 

Heads 

4 

— 

2 

Thickskirt 

1 

— 

— 

Whole  Carcases 

1 

1 

— 

Seven  slaughtermen’s  Licences  were  issued  under  the 
Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  for  a  12  month  period. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  surrendered  by  traders  after 
being  found  unfit  for  human  consumption.  Disposal  is  by  burial 
on  tne  Council’s  tips. 


Tinned  Goods. 


Tins 

5  Tongues 

23  Corned  Beef 

10  Cooked  Ham 
58  Pineapple 

1 1  Luncheon  Meat 
7  Spaghetti 

18  Pudding  Mixture 
1  Coffee 

6  Mixed  Vegetables 
1  Pure  Cream 

25  Rice  Pudding 
67  Beans 
9  Apricots 
1 1  Oranges 
172  Tomatoes 


Tins 
64  Peas 

1  Minced  Beef  Loaf 
19  Grapefruit 

14  Evaporated  Milk 

2  Stewed  Steak 

4  Steak  and  Kidney 
14  Custard  Powder 
30  Fish  Paste 

63  Vegetable  Soup 

5  Strawberry  Jam 
1  Tomato  Soup 

13  Mincemeat 

6  Pickles 
1  Sild 

23  Pork 


Pudding 
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Tins 

31  Carrots 
5  Orange  Curd 
1  Meat  Pudding 
]  Cherries 

4  Rhubarb 
11  Apples 

1  Plums 

5  Prunes 


Tins 

17  Pears 
2  Jellied  Veal 
1  Ham  Roll 
21  Peaches 
9  Dressed  Crab 
8  Blackcurrant  Jam 
1  Plum  Jam 
23  Fruit  Cocktail 


Approximate  weight  of  above  foodstuffs — 7  cwts. 

Other  Foodstuffs. 


41bs  Almonds 
471bs  Biscuits 
2 libs  Flour 


Bibs  Bananas 
201bs  Chocolate 
lllbs  Tea 


41bs  Margarine 
Ice  Cream. 

There  is  now  only  one  licensed  manufacturer  in  the  area. 

The  factory  is  a  model  establishment  and  complies  with  the 
Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947/52.  The  product 
is  of  high  bacteriological  standard.  All  samples  taken  fell  in 
grade  1  or  2. 

S.  16  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

There  are  55  shops,  3  canteens,  5  cafes  and  1  public  house 
registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 

Food  Premises. 


Number  and  Classification. 


Cafes 

Industrial  Canteens 
School  Kitchens 
Hospital  Kitchens 
Butchers’  Shops 
Bakehouses 
Fish  and  Chip  Shops 
Halls  (with  catering) 
Social  Clubs 
Institutions 


6 

10 

5 

2 

22 

5 

9 

27 

8 

2 


Public  Houses 
Off  Licences 
Grocers’  Shops 
Wet  Fish  Shops 
General  Dealers 


23 

3 

27 

4 

45 


Confection’y  (Sw’t)  Shops  13 
Confection’y  (Cakes)  Shops  6 


Greengrocers 

Chemists 

Egg  Packing  Station 


15 

7 

1 


Total 


239 
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Fried  Fish  Shops. 

These  shops,  9  in  number,  are  registered  under  Section  16, 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 


Inspection  of  Food  Premises. 

895  Inspections  were  made  during  the  year,  an  average  of 
almost  4  each. 

The  occupiers  of  all  types  of  food  premises  were  issued  with 
an  abstract  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  which  came  into 
force  on  the  1st  January,  1956.  This  was  extremely  helpful  in 
overcoming  the  initial  opposition  to  the  regulations. 

All  premises  were  inspected  by  July,  1956,  although  gener¬ 
ally  the  preliminary  inspections  were  completed  by  April,  1956, 
and  the  occupiers  written  to,  pointing  out  all  action  necessary 
to  comply  with  the  regulations. 

The  greatest  opposition  was  found  to  Regulations  16,  where 
many  traders  objected  to  providing  a  wash  hand  basin,  in  addit¬ 
ion  to  an  existing  sink  or  wished  to  provide  a  portable  basin 
only;  19  and  25  which  was  applied  to  all  food  premises  selling 
the  foods  described  and  capable  of  immediate  consumption. 
The  answer  of  some  traders  was  to  display  their  complete  stock 
of  these  foods  for  sale,  but  many  realised  the  danger  of  these 
foods  and  provided  temperature  control  facilities,  mainly  re¬ 
frigerators. 

No  difficulty  was  found  in  implementing  Regulation  28. 

Co-operation  was  given  particularly  by  the  smaller  concerns 
family  and  one  man  businesses,  even  where  it  was  difficult  to 
comply. 

Only  one  application  was  received  (from  a  club)  for  a  Cer¬ 
tificate  of  Exemption,  in  respect  of  Regulation  19.  This  was 
granted. 
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STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

JAMES  TAYLOR,  O.B.E.,  M.B.,  CH.B,  D.P.H.,  D.T.M.  &  H. 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 

G.  S.  ADAMS,  Cert.R.S.I.  and  S.I.  Joint  Board;  Cert  of 
R.S.L  ;  Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods  ;  Smoke  In¬ 
spector  ;  M.S.l.A. 


Assistant  Public  Health  Inspector 

A.  BELL,  Cert.  R.S.I.  and  S.I.  Joint  Board;  M.S.l.A. 


Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector 
P.  HUNTER. 

Clerk 

Vacant. 


Rodent  Operative  and  Disinfection  Officer 
J.  HERON. 


Deputy  Rodent  Operative  and  Disinfection  Officer 
A.  SHORT. 
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